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these ideals left a lasting impression upon French
educational traditions.   Like Port Royal, St. Cyr was
a hot-house, an exotic forcing ground for the French
spirit.   Of the girls brought up by the Dames de St.
Louis, the Cure de St. Sulpice, Monsieur de la Chetardie'
could write during the life of the foundress: "Here one
may see children, serious but unconstrained, joyful but not
childish, modest without any trace of affectation, learned
without ostentation, pious and yet free from misplaced
devotion. . . . Their teachers seem to have found the
secret of cultivating intelligence as soon as it first mani-
fests itself, and of training the course of its development
The studies here are proportioned to the ages of the
children and to their capacities.   Here, talents are brought
to perfection, faults are corrected, individual temperaments
are considered.   The wise, attentive and prudent care
taken of the children is the product of mellow wisdom and
an enlightened mind rather than of mere academic theory." *
The age which inspired this thoughtful criticism must
truly have been possessed with a high ideal, a definite
tradition, and examples of true education.
scrupulously carried out by those who did not originally conceive it; never has
anything remained so long unchanged."   (Quoted by Dr. Barnard in' Madame b
Mainfenon and Sf. Cyr, p. 121.)
1 Leftres sur I'Educatim, p. 284.